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Plane Downed in Nicaragua
Was in a U.S. Drug Sting’

, 5 By RICHARD HALLORAN
Soecial 8 The New Yort Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 9 — The cargo
plane that was shot down Sunday while
taking ammunition to insurgents in
Nicaragua was earlier involved in a
United  States “sting”’ operation
against the Sandinista Government in
Managua, the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration sad today.

A spokesman for the agency, Jack
Hood, said in Miami: “With the best of
information we have now, we believe
that the C-123 that was shot down in
Nicaragua was the same plane that
was used in the Barry Seal operation.”

Adler (Barry) Seal, a piot and drug
smuggler from Baton Rouge, La., who:
became an undercover informant for.
the Drug Enforcement Agency, flew
the plane to the Rickenbacker Air Na-
tional Guard Base in Ohio, where Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency experts in-
stalled hidden cameras on it in 1984.

Mr. Seal then flew to Nicaragua and
returned to the United States with 1,472
pounds of cocaine. The cameras filmed,
Federico Vaughn, whom American of- |
ficials saxd was an employee of the:
Nicaraguan Interior Ministry, helping
load cocaine into the plane.

The shipment was seized upon arriv-
al. President Reagan referred to it in a
television speech in March dunng
which he cniticized the Sandinista Gov-
ernment and sought $100 million in axd
to the insurgents, popularly known as
contras. Mr. Seal was murdered in
Baton Rouge in February.

New Deniai From Singlaud

In another deveiopment here today,
Ma). Gen. John K. Singlaub, the retired

Army officer said by Reagan Adminis- i

tratuon officials o have arranged the
flight of the arms-laden cargo plane,
denied again that he had been invoived
In the operation.

At a news conference this afternoom,
the general said: 'l do not know who
ordered the aircraft into the air. [ want
lo assure you that it had nothing to do
with me or any of my activities. The
men who were killed were not in my
employ.”’ General Singlaub also denied
any role in the affair in a teiephone in-
terview Wednesday.

In his statements today, General Sin- |
gmé: al: asserted tha;y lgsmem;m
made in Managua today ugene Ha-.
senfus, the former Marine Corps paras-
chute ri who survived the crash,
was ‘'pi false.” He added, ''We
can't afford (o take a statement from
someone who is acting under duress.'

Mr. Hasenfus, who appeared before
television cameras but not answer
questions from said he
had worked with C.I A, empioyees in E}
Salvador and had made 10 covert
flights into Nicaragua.

‘'t Wish 1 Knew*

The Assistant Secretary of State for
Latin American Affairs, Elliott
Abrams, also disputed Mr. Hasenfus's
statements. In a telephone cail (o The
Associated Press, he said he was confi-
dent the Sandinistas were telling Mr.
Hasenfus that if he said what they
wanted to hear, he would be
time,”” but that if he did not cooperate,
he would be ‘“in prison for 30 years."

General Singlaub, when asked who
sponsored the mission, answered: “1
wish | knew.” He said: “My best
theory is that it was a charter organi-

who were on that crew were toid by the
charter company that this was ap
operation run by the C.1A. But ! am
convinced that it was not a C.LA.
operation.’’

General Singlaub blamed Congress
for the loss of three lives, two of them
Americans, because it had failed to
moveahndmnbmmumldpm-
vldo:lﬂmﬂnminmmnrymwdn
contras. ““This delay has just resulted
in the loss of some American lives,” he

said

He auad that the flight would
not have necessary if Congress
had approved the money. The bill is

awaiting a conference to iron out dif-
ferences between House and Senate

‘'l Den’t Know*

Despite Generai Singlaub’s denials,
Administration officials privately .u:-
sisted again that he and his associates:
had arrnn.‘: the d::‘ur ﬂl"d:’t. had

’ arms supplies to be
delivered to the cos and had fj-

“out inno| .

| lated the Neutrality Act, which prohib-

from the Unit
zation, and it's possible that the people l 3 Teoes

i there from June 29 tg July 26. It was
| away for four days,
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An F.B.L Inquiry

In Miami, Paul Miller, a spokesman
for the Federal Bureay of ?:vesuu-
tion, said the bureau had 4 ''pre-
llmqnlry investigation of g charter
airline company, Southern Air Trans-
port, (o see whether it had violated the
law in the case of the downed C-123.

F.B.L agents visited the offices of
Southern Air Transport Wednesday 10
look into the possibility that it had vio-

IS private citizens from staging armed
incursions against foreign countries
tes.

According to records of the Aviation
Department of Dade County, Fla., the
aircraft was parked at Southern’s base

' then was parked at
the airline’s base for four days before
1o its last departure from Miami, on
August 4. -
Officials in Washington have said the
aircraft took off from E} Salvador, flew
down the Pacific coast of Nicaragua*
and turned inland toward a rebel unit
operating in southern Nicaragua near
the Costa Rican border. The Sandinis-
tas said it was shot down there. ,
Southern's spokesman, William
Kress, who at first denied the company
had participated in military missions
to Nicaragua, said Southern had per-

‘{formed maintenance for the C-123,

which apparently was soid in 1983 by
the Air Force.

The plane was evidently purchaseq
by a California company, Four Ac s
Inc., of Paimdale, Calif., and
sold to Doan's Helicopter, of Dayto a
Beach, Fla. Four Aces apparently
had a long record of contracts with the
Federal Government. ‘

tras
nanced the

General Singisub said he had been
assured by officials in the National Se-

IcuﬂtyCoum:nandthosmemdDe~

ifense Departments that had not
:mawm:-uuum:”mume

! On the record, officials in the Admis)-
istration continued (o repeat Presider:t
‘Reaun'lmmrmtheq‘motwho
arranged the flight by saying: ‘1 don 't
'"z'n The President and others hav e
sa Was a private operation, not on ¢
run by the Government.

General Singlaub, asked whether h e
thought he was being made a scape~
goat for this incident, said drily :
“Needless 10 say, the thought has|
crossed my mind.” I

He suggested that Ma). Gen. Richard |
Secord, a retired Air Force officer, was |
“one of the who might have|
some knowledge of this.”” But he said '
he had not been able (0 reach General
Secord, who is associated with the
Stanford Technology Trading Group in
Vienna, Va., near Washington. An em-
ployee there said tonight that General
! Secord was away from Washington and :
could not be reached.

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/01/11 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000402690007-7




